( TRANSLATION ) 

Ref .No, : 0170288 Dispatch No. 094138 Mailing Date: Feb, 27, 2007 



NOTICE OF REASON FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No. 2001-391637 
Drafted Date: February 23, 2007 
Patent Office Examiner: Naoya MATSUDA 

Attorneys of the Applicant: Tsutomu TOYAMA, et al ( 1 other) 
Applied Provisions of Patent Law: Article 29, Main Paragraph 

Article 29, Paragraph 2 

Article 36 

This application is to be rejected by the following reasons. If 
the applicant has any arguments , such arguments should be filed within 
60 days from the mailing date of this Notice. 

REASONS 

A. The invention claimed by the below-mentioned claims of this 
application is unpatentable under Article 29, Paragraph 2, of Patent 
Law as the invention could have been easily made by one of ordinary 
skill in this art prior to the filing of this application based on 
the inventions described in the below- listed publication which were 
distributed, or made available to the public through electric 
telecommunication lines, in Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing 
of this application. 

NOTES (See the cited documents listed at the end) 

Claims: 1-12 

Cited Documents: 1-2 

Remarks : 

See the descriptions in paragraphs [0020], [0027] and[0030] of 
the Cited documents 1 . 

Here, regarding the calculation of the shared money, the cited 



1 



document 1 does not expressly describe the structure of "calculating 
on the basis of a frequency of providing each service during a 
predetermined period", and, in this respect, the cited document 1 
is different from the subject matter of Claim 1 of this application. 

However, this is only the matter which could have been easily 
conceived by one of ordinary skill in this art from the descriptions 
in paragraphs [ 0023 ] - [ 0033 ] , [ 0051 ] - [ 0063 ] and the like of the cited 
document 2 . 

B. The invention claimed by the below-mentioned claims of this 
application is unpatentable as the invention does not meet the 
requirements specified under Article 29, in Paragraph 1 (Main 
Paragraph), of Patent Law in respect of the below-mentioned points. 

(1) With respect to Claims 1-12 

The technical matter recited in Claims 1-12 is confined to 
merely specifying a business function performed by each means. 
However, it does not specify the technical means which is specifically 
actualized by how utilizing the computer hardware resources , in order 
to perform the business function. 

Since the information processing by a software is not 
specifically realized by utilizing the hardware resources, the 
invention does not fall under "the creation of technical ideas by 
which a law of nature is utilized." 

(2) With respect to Claims 1-12 

When an invention claimed by claims utilizes a law ( for example , 
a law of economy) other than a law of nature, an artificially made 
rule ( for example , rules themselves of a game ) , a mathematical formula , 
or a law corresponding to a mental activity of a human, or using only 
these laws or rules (for example, a method itself for performing a 
business), such invention cannot be said "by which a law of nature 
is utilized", and, therefore, it does not fall under the "invention" 
defined by the Patent Law. 

Here, when reviewing Claims 1-12 of the present application, 
the invention is literally structured as utilizing a computer . However , 



2 



it merely realizes a desired business by specifying the utilization 
of a computer only as a tool, and the invention falls under the 
above-mentioned artificially made rule, and as a whole, it cannot 
be said the invention utilizing a law of nature, so that it does not 
fall under the "invention" defined by the Patent Law. 

C. This application does not meet the requirements specified in 
Article 6 , Paragraph 6 , Item 2 , of Patent Law in respect of the following 
points in the claims. 

NOTES 

Regarding recitations in Claims: 1, 6-12 

Concerning calculation of the shared money, these claims merely 
recites a concept, and it is not clear how to realize it by executing 
specifically what information processing by utilizing the computer. 
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